CHAP. X,
JOURNEY FROM RAMLAH, THROUGH TUJi IttOUNTAINS3
TO JERUSALEM.
WE left the town of Ramlah through a road
again bordered by the prickly-pear, and con-
tinued over a fine plain until nine o'clock,
when we began to ascend, but gently, over land
that was partially cultivated. At ten, we came
to rugged hills, and saw on the left, in one or
two places, vestiges of old Gothic buildings.' .
Passing the first range of hills, we came to a
long narrow defile, in which we met a .number
of Mohammedan pilgrims, chiefly Barbary Arabs,
returning from Mecca by way of Damascus and
Jerusalem ; there were some few women among
them, who were all barefoot and miserably
dressed; and there was only one carnal to
carry the baggage of the whole party.
Eroin hence we went up a steep ascent, and
passing a small building on the left, at i>oon we
reached another similar one, where a caphar, or
toll, of sixteen paras was demanded of us*